The Rebellions of 1837 Reading Comprehension Answer Sheet
1. The British used a system called “representative government.” 
2. Political leaders were to represent the best interests of everyone involved. 
3. However, the leaders in power acted mostly in the interests of the British government in Europe. 
4. The leaders were not responsible to the people living under their control.
5. After the American War of Independence, many other countries started revolutions where people fought for “responsible government.” 
6. Responsible government means that the government should serve the interests of the population instead of the interests of a king or the interests of the small group of people in charge.
7. In the Spring of 1837, Louis-Joseph Papineau and his supporters wrote 92 resolutions for political change and presented them to the government of Lower Canada. 
8. The government rejected all 92 resolutions. 

9. By the end of the summer Papineau and his organization, the Fils de la Liberté (Sons of Liberty), began to fight the government. 
10. What started as arguments and brawls in Montreal turned into armed battles. 
11. In the Fall, the Fils de la Liberté retreated to the United States. 
12. Americans arrested the surviving leaders and the organization fell apart over the Winter and following Spring. 
13. In Upper Canada, William Lyon McKenzie was inspired by Papineau. 
14. In December of 1937 he gathered a group of about 500 armed rebels north of Toronto in a tavern. 
15. They marched down Yonge Street and raided City Hall. 
16. Late in the afternoon a small group of soldiers stopped their march. 
17. Each side began shooting. 
18. In the confusion, the rebels retreated back up Yonge Street to the tavern. 
19. The next day, the rebels faced a larger force of soldiers outnumbering them at least 3 to 1. 
20. When heavy fire began, the rebels abandoned their posts and fled. 
21.The 1837 rebellions won no lasting victories, but the uprisings did influence the government. 
22. Those in power understood that more problems would come if they didn’t do something.


