ELA 7: The Outsiders Unit Plan 
	Title: Outsiders Novel Study
	Weeks: 7
	Name: Christa-Lynn Flowers

	Subject: ELA
	Dates: February 23-April 10, 2026
	Grade: 7

	POS Learning Outcomes
General Outcome 1:
· Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences.
1.1: Discover and Explore
· Express ideas and develop understanding
· extend understanding of ideas and information by finding and exploring oral, print and other media texts on related topics and themes
· express personal understandings of ideas and information based on prior knowledge, experiences with others and a variety of oral, print and other media texts
· reflect on own observations and experiences to understand and develop oral, print and other media texts
· Experiment with language and forms
· discuss and respond to ways that content and forms of oral, print and other media texts interact to influence understanding
General Outcome 2:
· Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts.
2.1:Use Strategies and Cues
· Use prior knowledge
· select and focus relevant ideas from personal experiences and prior knowledge to understand new ideas and information
· use expectations and preferences developed during previous reading experiences to select and read new texts with purpose
· Use comprehension strategies
· identify, connect, and summarize in own words, the main ideas from two or more sources on the same topic
· use concept mapping and mental rehearsal to remember main ideas and relevant details
· Use phonics and structural analysis
· apply, flexibly, knowledge of phonics, sight vocabulary, structural analysis, language and context clues, depending on the purpose and rate of reading
2.2: Experience various texts
· experience oral, print and other media texts from a variety of cultural traditions and genres, such as journals, nature programs, short stories, poetry, letters, CDROM programs, mysteries, historical fiction, drawings and prints
· justify own point of view about oral, print and other media texts, using evidence from texts
· organize interpretations of oral, print and other media texts around two or three key ideas
· express interpretations of oral, print and other media texts in another form or genre
· predict and discuss the consequences of events or characters' actions, based on information in oral, print and other media texts
2.2: Respond to Texts
· Construct meaning from texts
· compare the choices and behaviours of characters portrayed in oral, print and other media texts with those of self and others
· analyze how plot develops; the connection between plot and subplot; and the interrelationship of plot, setting and characters
· identify and explain conflict, and discuss how it develops and may be resolved
· develop, clarify and defend own interpretation, based on evidence from the text with support from own experiences
2.3: Understand Forms
· Understand techniques and elements
· discuss connections among plot and subplot, main and supporting characters, main idea and theme in a variety of oral, print and other media texts
· identify the narrator's perspective, and explain how it affects the overall meaning of a text
· identify and explain how narrative hooks, foreshadowing, flashback, suspense and surprise endings contribute to the effectiveness of plot development
General Outcome 3: 
· Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information.
3.1: Plan and Focus
· Focus Attention
· use note-taking, outlining or representing to summarize important ideas and information in oral, print and other media texts
3.3: Organize, Record and Evaluate
· Organize information
· organize ideas and information by selecting or developing categories appropriate to a particular topic and purpose
· produce oral, print and other media texts with well-developed and well-linked ideas and sections
· Record information
· make notes, using headings and subheadings or graphic organizers appropriate to a topic; reference sources
· reflect on ideas and information to form own opinions with evidence to support them
· compare, contrast and combine ideas and information from several sources
General Outcome 4:
· Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to enhance the clarity and artistry of communication.
4.1: Enhance and Improve
· Expand knowledge of language
· identify differences between standard English and slang, colloquialism or jargon, and explain how these differences affect meaning
· identify and explain figurative and metaphorical use of language in context
4.2: Attend to Conventions
· Attend to grammar and usage
· use a variety of subordinate clauses correctly and appropriately in own writing
· use correct subject-verb agreement in sentences with compound subjects
· distinguish between formal and informal conventions of oral and written language, and use each appropriately, depending on the context, audience and purpose
· identify and use common subjective and objective forms of pronouns, appropriately and correctly in own writing
· Attend to spelling
· use reference materials to confirm spellings and to solve spelling problems when editing and proofreading
· extend spelling vocabulary to include words frequently used in literature, but infrequently used in oral and other media texts
· Attend to capitalization and punctuation
· use periods and commas with quotation marks that indicate direct speech in own writing
· use commas to separate phrases and clauses in own writing
· use quotation marks to identify information taken from secondary sources in own writing
General Outcome 5: 
· Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to respect, support and collaborate with others.
5.1: Respect Others and Strengthen Community
· Appreciate diversity
· discuss how ideas, people, experiences and cultural traditions are portrayed in various oral, print and other media texts
· explain how differing perspectives and unique reactions expand understanding
· Relate texts to culture
· identify and discuss recurring themes in oral, print and other media texts from diverse cultures and communities
Differentiation:
· Modified schedules for students who require more time to complete assignments
· Talk to text for students who require writing help 
· Audio book for students who require reading help (Used for all students)
· Offer a reduced workload for students who need it
· Provide completed notes to students who require them
· Allow students to go to break out room when needed (Pull out students who require one on one help)

	Activities:
	Date:
	Displays/Resources:

	Week 1: Week 1
(Lessons 1)
· Introduce Novel Study – The Outsiders
· A Trip back to the 1960’s Activity 
· Opportunity for students to explore what it was like in the 1960’s 
· Connects with the book set in the 1960’s 
(Lessons 2)
· Read Chapter 1
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel	
(Lessons 3)
· Vocabulary Slang Sheets
· Review in class after complete
· Chapter 1: Questions (Page 13)
· Have students complete these and hand in for mark 
· Due Feb 27, 2026 
·  Assessing attention and understanding of the novel.
(Lessons 4)
· Character Wheel Activity
· This allows the students to explore characters as we move through the novel.
· Demonstrate expectations and how to complete
· Have student complete Character Wheel 
(Lessons 5)
· Read Chapter 2	
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel	
· Character Wheel Activity
· Have students continue to complete 
	
February 23, 2026




February 24, 2026


February 25, 2026







February 26, 2026




February 27, 2026

	

A Trip Back to the 1960’s
The Outsiders_ A Trip Back To The 60's
5.The Outsiders_ A Trip Back to the 60's Answer Sheet


Audio Novel
The Ousiders Audio Novel


Vocabulary Sheets
OutsidersSlang.pdf
Chapter Questions
OutsidersNovelPacketRevised2014Aug.pdf





Character Wheel Activity
7. TheOutsidersCharacterWheelInteractiveNotebookActivity-1.pdf



Audio Novel
The Ousiders Audio Novel


Character Wheel Activity
7. TheOutsidersCharacterWheelInteractiveNotebookActivity-1.pdf

	Week 2: Week 2
(Lessons 6)
· Exploring the 1960’s
· Introduce at beginning of the week and explain how to complete
· Background info 
· 1960’s research
· Students will complete and hand in for marks
· Due March 5, 2026
(Lessons 7)
· Read Chapter 3 (Completed ½ )
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel	
· Character Wheel Activity
· Have students continue to complete 
	
March 3, 
2026






March 4, 2026
	
Exploring the 1960’s Assignment
Exploring the 1960s
The Outsiders Explore Board




Audio Novel
Character Wheel Activity
7. TheOutsidersCharacterWheelInteractiveNotebookActivity-1.pdf

Character Wheel Activity
7. TheOutsidersCharacterWheelInteractiveNotebookActivity-1.pdf

	Week 3: Week 3
(Lesson 8)
· Read remainder of Chapter 3
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel	
· Character Wheel Activity
· Have students continue to complete 
(Lesson 9)
· Character Instagram Assignment 
· Introduce Assignment
· Go through expectations and show exemplars
· Have students complete and hand in for marks 
· Due March 19, 2026	
(Lesson 10)
· Read Chapter 4
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
· Take in jot notes to evaluate student note taking March 11, 2026
· Chapter 4: Questions (Page 16)
· Have students complete these and hand in for mark 
· Due March 13, 2026 
· Assessing attention and understanding of the novel.
· Character Instagram Assignment 
· Have students continue working on this assessment 
· Allow for any questions and clarify expectations if needed.
· Due March 19, 2026		
	
March 9, 2026




March 10, 2026






March 11, 2026
	
Audio Novel
The Ousiders Audio Novel

Character Wheel Activity
7. TheOutsidersCharacterWheelInteractiveNotebookActivity-1.pdf

Character Instagram 
Character Instagram Template/exemplar
Character Instagram Assignment Marking Rubric



Audio Novel
The Ousiders Audio Novel




Chapter Questions
OutsidersNovelPacketRevised2014Aug.pdf



Character Instagram 
Character Instagram Template/exemplar
Character Instagram Assignment Marking Rubric

	Week 4: (Shorter Week)Week 4
(Lesson 11)
· The Plotline Activity
· Hand out plot line sheets
· Go through plot line to this point with the class 
· Add items to plotline	
· Read ½ Chapter 5 
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
(Lesson 12)
· Read last ½ of Chapter 5 
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
· Vocabulary Sheet: Chapter 1-5 (Page7)
· Have students complete and review in class
(Lesson 13)
· Nothing Gold Can Stay Activity
· Complete activity in groups 
· Have students answer prompting questions from the slides
· Review as a class
(Lesson 14)
· Read Chapter 6	
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
· Character Instagram Assignment 
· Have students continue working on this assessment 
· Due March 19, 2026	
	

March 16, 2026





March 17, 2026




March 18,2026





March 19, 2026
	
Plotline Activity OutsidersPLOTLINEtpt.pdf
OutsidersPLOTLINEtptAnswer Key.pdf


Audio Novel
The Ousiders Audio Novel
Vocabulary Sheets
OutsidersNovelPacketRevised2014Aug.pdf





Nothing Gold Can Stay Activity
Nothing Gold Can Stay Activity
Slides Answer Sheet
The Outsiders Nothing Gold Can Stay.pdf

Audio Novel
The Ousiders Audio Novel
Character Instagram 
Character Instagram Template/exemplar
Character Instagram Assignment Marking Rubric

	Week 5: Week 5
(Lesson 15)
· Read Chapter 7	
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
(Lesson 16)
· The Plotline Activity (Update)
· Add items to plotline	
· Newspaper Article Assignment
· Introduce Assignment
· Go through expectations and show exemplars
· Have students complete and hand in for marks 
· Due April 2, 2026
(Lesson 17)
· Read Chapter 8
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
· Take in Jot notes for evaluation
· Chapter 7&8: Questions (Page 19)
· Have students complete these and hand in for mark 
· Due March 27, 2026 
·  Assessing attention and understanding of the novel.
(Lesson 18)
· Interview Partner Activity

(Lesson 19)
· Read Chapter 9
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
· Newspaper Article Assignment
· Allow students time to work on this assignment
· Due April 2, 2026



	
March 23, 2026



March 24, 2026







March 25, 2026








March 26, 2026



March 27, 2026
	The Outsiders Slides

Audio Novel
The Ousiders Audio Novel
Plotline Activity OutsidersPLOTLINEtpt.pdf
OutsidersPLOTLINEtptAnswer Key.pdf
Newspaper Article
Newspaper Article_ Chapter 6_Edited - The Outsiders
Newspaper Article Assignment Rubric - Created by Christa Flowers
Template_ News article
Exemplar for News Article
ExemplarNewsArticle.png

Audio Novel
The Ousiders Audio Novel


Chapter Questions
OutsidersNovelPacketRevised2014Aug.pdf





Interview Activity
The Outsiders Interview Activity.pdf
The Outsiders Interview Activity Example.pdf

AudioNovel
The Ousiders Audio Novel
Newspaper Article
Newspaper Article_ Chapter 6_Edited - The Outsiders
Newspaper Article Assignment Rubric - Created by Christa Flowers
Template_ News article
Exemplar for News Article
ExemplarNewsArticle.png

	Week 6: (Shorter Week)Week 6
(Lesson 20)
· Read Chapter 10
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
· The Plotline Activity (Update)
· Add items to plotline	
(Lesson 21)
· Read Chapter 11
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
· The Plotline Activity (Update)
· Add items to plotline	
· Newspaper Article Assignment
· Allow students time to work on this assignment
· Due April 2, 2026


(Lesson 22)
· Read Chapter 12 (Finish the Book)
· Have students create jot notes as they listen to the novel
· The Plotline Activity (Update)
· Add items to plotline	

(Lesson 23)
· The Outsider Movie
· Watch The Outsiders Movie

	
March 30, 2026




March 31, 2026









April 1, 2026






April 2, 2026
	The Outsiders Slides

AudioNovel
The Ousiders Audio Novel
Plotline Activity OutsidersPLOTLINEtpt.pdf
OutsidersPLOTLINEtptAnswer Key.pdf
AudioNovel
The Ousiders Audio Novel
Plotline Activity OutsidersPLOTLINEtpt.pdf
OutsidersPLOTLINEtptAnswer Key.pdf
Newspaper Article
Newspaper Article_ Chapter 6 - The Outsiders
Template_ News article
Exemplar for News ArticleExemplarNewsArticle.png
AudioNovel
The Ousiders Audio Novel
Plotline Activity OutsidersPLOTLINEtpt.pdf
OutsidersPLOTLINEtptAnswer Key.pdf
The Outsiders Movie
https://www.primevideo.com/dp/amzn1.dv.gti.8ab1de22-ae01-7728-d1e9-b1f0defeca86?autoplay=0&ref_=atv_cf_strg_wb

	Week 7: (Shorter Week)Week 7
(Lessons 24)
· Compare & Contrast (1/2 Class)
· Instruct students on how to complete
· Have students get into partners
· Allow them to work together to complete
· Go over as a class
· Play List Project (½ class to explain assignment and 3 Work Classes for this week)
· Introduce Playlist Assignment 
· Go through expectations and show exemplars
· Have students complete and hand in for marks 
· Due April 10, 2026 (may extend to Monday but will assess on Friday if it in needed)
	

April 7-10, 2026
	The Outsiders Slides

Compare and Contrast
Outsiders-MOVIECompareContrast.pdf


PlayList Project
 The Outsiders- Record playlist project- edited
The Outsiders Record Project Rubric - By Christa Flowers
Playlist Project Exemplar



	Week 8: (Last Week, Return Teaching back to Partner Teacher)
· Time to complete marking to ensure all is completed before the end of my practicum
	April 13-17, 2026
	

	Reflections:
Week 1: 
· I added  Chapter One Questions (Due Feb 27).
· I originally did this because Kassia mentioned that one lesson was too short, it was meant to fill some time in the block. We didn’t end up needing to fill the time (see daily lesson plans for more details)
· Instead I utilized this activity as a way to assess if the students were actually paying attention to the audio book.
· We are going to continue using these only doing Chapter 1, 4, 8,instead of all of them. 
· Lessons 1-5 completed (First 4 by me and lesson 5 by Mr. McWade due to snowfall)
· Character Wheel Handed out - 2 classes given to complete so far
· Slang vocab sheets completed
Week 2: 
· Was away Monday March 2, 2026 - Sub plan Completed and sent to Mrs. Rawlinson
· Lesson 6 not completed on Monday so was taught on Tuesday March 3, 2026
· Students assigned Exploring 1960’s (Due March 5, 2026)
· Lesson 7 skipped March 4, 2026, due to sub going over in math lesson, but students used PLT block to work on Exploring 1960’s assignment.
· Lesson 7 taught March 5, 2026 
· completed and only ½ of chapter 3 read and allowed students more time to work on their character wheels after assessing their amount of completion on Thursday. I recompleted the instructions for this activity as there were some students away the week prior.
· I have chosen to use booklet and vocab worksheets from the outsider’s unit worksheets Kassia has supplied.
· Revamped Unit plan and Daily Lessons to accommodate altered lesson planning.
Week 3: 
· Lessons 8, 9 and 10 were completed and successful. I took jot notes in to review them and see how students are doing with them. I will go over them with Kassia on Monday.
· I changed around daily Lesson 10 and 11. This was mainly due to my upcoming observation; however, this observation did not happen due to a yellow day on Thursday and the roads being very poor. I may have to catch up this week and teach this lesson on Monday because I was away on Friday for a personal day that had been planned for a while. This will push my finish date for this unit by 2 days. 
· I discussed with Kassia about pushing the roll out of the newspaper article to week 5 instead of this upcoming week. I want the students to finish their character Instagram assignment before I add a new assignment. 
· I revamped my Unit plan and lessons to accommodate for lessons not completed this week that were planned.
Week 4: 
· We completed up to Chapter 6 this week in the novel.
· Lesson 13 was changed due to there not being enough to do for that lesson because I had completed half the lesson the day prior. I revamped the lesson to look at the poem by Robert Frost that ponyboy recites in Chapter 5. Created groups of 4 and projected the slides for the class. Went through instructions and gave the students in their groups time to complete them. Started with 5 minutes then changed that to 3 minutes as the amount of time was too long. This was a fun collaborative activity that I would use again. I would edit the slides to include a timer on them instead. 
Week 5: 
· So this week we have found that the students have too much overdue work, so we have decided to skip the Chapter sheets going forward and allow extra time in class for students to work on the larger assignments. This will hopefully allow the students to feel that they are being successful in their completion of the assigned work. 
· I added slides to aid my teaching. The slides were a very good idea. This has improved class engagement and also allowed me to ensure I am completing the hooks and closures successfully. 
· I have begun doing focus groups with specific students. This has enabled me as an educator to gain a better picture of how these students process material and complete tasks. I will continue this in my LA unit as well as the upcoming unit for socials. I have also noticed that when I do these focus groups certain students actually complete the work better and more thoroughly. 

Week 6:
· I completed the novel on Wednesday this week. We decided to push some things around Thursday and watch the novel while the novel was still fresh in the student’s minds. This made for a great relaxing day for the students and teachers as it was the last day before the Easter long weekend. 
· I will push the last assignment to the end of week 7. That way I can give the students the week to work on it and hopefully have them all turned in before the start of week 8 so that I have time to complete the marking. 
· I have also decided that the conflict activity is not necessary to complete as we have been talking about the conflict throughout the novel as we have been going through it. 
· The comparison activity has been moved to Tuesday of week 7, then I will roll out the playlist assignment and give them the week to complete it. The novel study is almost completed, and if there is time Kassia has some reading comprehension activities I can do with the students beginning of week 8 till she returns from Mexico to keep them busy and entertained. 
Week 7: 
· Finished up the novel Comparison on Tuesday and rolled out the Playlist project. Students have been working on it in the LA block all week. Most have been completed and handed in already. I did go over the assignment again on Thursday to make sure that students understood the expectations so they could complete it to the best of their ability. 
· I did add in that they needed to hand it in with the assignment sheet/rubric. Originally this was just so I did not have to print off more rubrics. However, after I thought about it I should have used this as a way for students to self-assess themselves on their assignment. I will do this in the future. 

Overall Reflection of the Unit and Planning:
· I found myself revamping each week as either I didn’t get as far as I thought I would or I had too much in some lessons. 
· I also found I revamped the structure of my unit plan to make it easier for daily lesson planning. I originally had it without the lessons broken down. I did not find that conducive to daily lesson planning and it was harder to follow. I revamped it around week 2 to reflect each daily lesson. However, I did not label this until week 6. Going forward I will label it and have it laid out per daily lesson. This was very helpful going forward for daily lesson planning but also gave me a great visual of the end point for my unit plan. This was how I actually fully understood the idea of planning backwards. 
· Having the links for resources in my unit plan made it easy to transfer them to my daily lesson plans.
· Some learning outcomes were not a direct focus of some lessons but were brought in and completed through formative assessments such as class discussions, think pair and share’s or exit tickets.



